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1. Megan Robb is being interviewed here about a lecture she is giving at Penn State University.  Why is she talking about Islamic Feminism?  What does she say the relationship is with the West?
Megan Rob talks about Islamic Feminism because it is a movement that is diverse. Megan Robb talks about Islamic Feminism on how it can shape gender equity. She also brings out the feminism relationship the readings of the feminists and why the international should not be happy while starting some coalitions that do not consider the locals' contexts. She also talks about Islamic Feminism because it emerged against Western Feminism, which lacked diversity in perspective. Megan Robb states that Islamic feminism tended to structure a version of the feminism around a set of which was able the women who are Muslims. Megan Robb also talks about Islamic Feminism because it unapologetically engages with the Islam language. She also speaks on Islam Feminism using the major strands where she talks on the historical approach, which focuses on the Quranic interpretation and the post-colonial practice about feminism. Megan Robb uses this approach to show how Islam is not contradicting feminism. Megan Robb also talks about Islamic Feminism because its engagement is deep with the sources of authentic Muslim traditions. The relationship of Muslim feminism in the West is critical, especially when it comes to the veil, and focuses on the veil as something that contradicts feminism.


2. Robb uses Susan Moller Okin's "Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women." What is Okin's argument in this essay, according to Robb? How does Robb plan to use Okin's discussion to set forth her claim?
In this essay, Okins argues that Multiculturalism is bad for women because it elevates the minority group rights over the individuals' rights. It explains calling the minority Muslims in the European context under Multiculturalism, which appears to contradict women's status. Robb plans to use the European as the example context in Okin's argument in showing how it is more problematic in saying that Islam cannot be involved or be a part of the solution in the improvement of the Muslim women status. Robb also plans to use the Okins argument in setting her claim while using the thinker's work like Homar Hoodfar, Lila Abu-Lughod, and Leila Ahmed's work. Robb also sets forth her claim by laying out four Islamic feminist approaches which are diverse. Robb suggests that these four Islamic feminists' result is essential in challenging the manufactured dichotomy between Islam and women's concerns. Robb gives an example of Homa Hoodfar's work that brings in the connection between the colonial context, the veil focus, and the obsession with saving Muslim women from the Muslim men. Robb sets forth her claim by suggesting that caution should be observed while building the international feminist movements. The questions on the local context and the ascribe of the entire religious community characteristics should be carefully asked.



3.  What does Okin mean when she says "The Veil"?  Is Islam fundamentally opposed to feminism?
By using the name Veil, Okin uses in showing how the women of  Muslims are oppressed by controlling their sexuality and also they are limited for personal freedoms and in making of the choices in life. By using the veil, Robb means the women who wear the hijab to show that they are practicing Muslims as a religion. Critics from the western on Islam criticizes the veil in suggesting that the Islam focus on the veil is something that feminism contradicts with. Islam does not oppose feminism as it is not contradictory to feminism because there is an Islamic feminism discourse trying to create a path between the critics. Robb uses the colonial history made aware by Hoodfar between Islam and the Western world, which has resulted in the veil being seen as an oppression symptom. Abu Lughod shows the history of Islam's origin and that Islam was an attitude continuation to the women in Jihilliya, a period before Islam. The relationship between Islam's religion and that of women also Asma Barlas takes an approach that is more textual of rereading the Quran. She does a feminist reading on the Quran, considering that it is the foundation f the Muslim belief.

4. Robb cites Asma Barlas, who does a feminist reading of The Quran - how?  What does she say is the problem with patriarchal readings of this holy book? What about The Bible?
A Barlas reading acknowledges that the lessons of the patriarchal that is the Quran resulted in the oppression. The problem with reading the holy book's patriarchal reading is that Quran contains a section that explains and talks of the importance of the power that the man has over the woman. This is a quote present in the Quran, thus bringing about confusion in interpreting the Quran. Barlas reads a passage in the Quran that shows gender differences is not something that is pathologized in the Quran. She is upfront in reading the Quran, where she suggests that she reads it following the lens of a feminist, where she is unapologetic in reading the Quran in such an angle of feminism (Baker, 2019). She supports her views by saying that the Quran is a polysemic text in that the reader can be holding more than one meaning, thus having multiple purposes. She brings in an interpretation that the word of God is separate from that of man, thus having slippage of God's word while being transported in the world of men. She creates a place for interpretation while using this explanation. The bigger problem that feminists face is that the texts from the religious movements are static and unchangeable over time. Another problem with the patriarchal reading is that the questions asked don't rhyme with the Quran's interpretation. In the Bible case, Robb uses Christianity like in America where it is dominant where diversity is accommodated comfortably in variety, in the understanding of Christianity compared to Islam, a minor religion. 
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